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ſtates, has given encouragement and 


— to theatres; which (to adopt the 
language of the Engliſh Law) have been 


eſtabliſhed for the ſalutary purpoſes, of pro- 


wary; morality, inſpiring ſentiments of 
honor, infuſing the ſpirit of courage, and 
improving the manners of the people; it 


follows that theatrical innovation, is matter 


worthy the attention of the public, who 
are the natural guardians and protectors, bath 


of the theatre and performers. Next to 


the liberty of the preſs, the liberty of the 

ſtage claims public regard; they are both 
the children of the muſes, and 10 nearly re- 
lated, that one cannot be wounded, but the 
other muſt ſuffer. They are vehicles, which 


by a perverted direction, are capable of i injur- 


ing the privileges of the ſubject, and vitiat - 
ing the minds of the Ae by diſſeminat- 
ing impolitic, and immoral doctrines, as 


\ 8 the * policy of al 52 1 rSe | 


F 


well as they are mediums, through which 


the principles of freedom may be propagat- 
ed, and honeſt truths held out to public 


view. The ſpirit of this conſtitution will 


not © admit the exerciſe of either tyranny or 
. monopoly; 


———— — — a g 
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( iv 1 
monopoly; che common law pays no reſpect 


to perſons, it, as impartial as heaven from 
vhich it ſprung, and like the ſun and dew, 
was ordained for the ſafety and happineſs of 
men in every rank, and under every deſcrip- 
tion. This benign law, has not overlooked 
theatres, nor actors; there are judgments up- 
on record, that evince the protection they 
have received from the law, when intereſt 
or malice, have ſtimulated power, or incen- 
diaries to oppreſs them. In this country the 
ſtage can never be ruined but by the legiſla- 
ture. But it may ſuffer temporary diſorders, 
from the ſordidneſs or inattention of thoſe 
Vho claim a private property in the theatres, 
whereby the public will loſe for a time, the 
benefit of that inſtruction for which the ſtage 
Was originally inſtituted, unleſs they interfere, 
and exert their power as its guardians. Ma- 
nagers of theatres hold their patents as judges 
do their commiſſions, during good bebaviour, 
and the voice of the people can remove either. 


Patents may be forfeited, as well as commiſſi- 


ons, for mal practice or neglect in office. The 


performers who compoſe the companies, (or 


. now the company) of the two thea- 


tres- royal, are a large and reſpectable body, 
and as ſuch the public, of whom they are a 


part, are intereſted in their welfare. They 
are a corps of men, whoſe utility to the 
common wealth has not as yet been properly 


1 into conſideration; tho' a ſubject de- 
: ſerving _ 


1 os 
ſerving the moſt ſerious attention, and which 
merits the labor of an able pen. If redu- 
ed to poverty, they become the moſt indi- 
gent of the indigent, * work they cannot, 
and to beg they are aſhamed.” They fall 
a weight upon that ſociety, to which, while 
_ independant, they were a means of producing 
infinite benefit. The poets lecture, heigh- 
| tened, and drawn into life, by the players 
powers of action, elocution, and fiction of 
characters, fink morality home into the 
heart, and ſend conviction of error to: the 
mind, with a force in which all other modes 
of inſtruction are deficient. The ſtage goes 
hand in hand with every other art and ſcience, 
and in conjunction with them, has acted as 
an auxiliary to check and mitigate the influ- 
ence of tyranny, teaching humanity, love 
of moral excellency, and every other ſofter 
virtue. It is evident then, that the tenden- 
cy of the ſtage is, to inform, and improve; 
and as every part of human knowledge de- 
rives its value from its moral tendency, the 
proſperity of the ſtage, and acquiſition of a 
good player, ſhould be conſidered as matters 
intrinſically valuable by every people, who 
wiſh to improve their underſtandings, and 
diveſt themſelves of the habits of vice and 
ignorance. A good player, when acting as 
the organ of a good writer, inſtructs us to 
think right, and as action follows opinion, 
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That: a conſpiracy han bod: Gala againſt 


the independence of the ſtage and performers, 
cannot be denied; no more than the baſeneſs 
of the intention can be paliated. Some have had 
their ſalaries reduced, and thoſe who ure un- 
der articles for a time, have no better treat- 
ment to expect, when the term of their 
agreements expire. To oppreſs the perfor- 
mers, by reducing their falaries, for thjge 
purpoſe of pocketing the profits ariſing from 
that reduction, is the great point that the 
| preſent managerial deſpots have in view; 
and the players have no redreſs but what muſt 
come from the public: The common law 
which: intitled them to ſet up an oppoſition, 
having been coerced: by an act of parliament. 
If refuſed bread in one theatre, the door of 
the other is ſhut againſt them, and they 
muſt either ſtarve or comply with the ma- 
mnagers terms. Writers of dramatic pieces 
and of muſic, are in the ſame predicament. 
A total monopoly has taken place, every piece 


produced this ſeaſon, has been received un- 


der the influence of either fear or intereſt, 
While the moſt contemptuous inattention 
has been paid to unſupported merit. The 
managers are become inacceſiible, and the 
Ceremony of introduction is as difficult to 
paſcs as if they were Turkiſh baſhaws. But 


the 


the mortification of the ceremony is trifling; 


to that which follows; if fear, or intereſt, 


do not opperate in his favor, the perſon intro-- 


duced 1s cerfain'to experience-every ſpecies 


of ſupercilious contempt, trifling inſult, con- 
tumely and negle&t from the managers and 
their ſervants: treatment to which a liberal 

mind, a ſcholar, or a gentleman, cannot ſub- 

mit. Players have ever found the public ge- 
nerous in their cauſe; and benevolence will 
not be withheld at this (to them) alarming 
criſis. Humanity forbids it; favors received 
demand a return of gratitude. They who 
Have cheered the melancholy and deſpond- 
ing ſpirit ; who have ſoothed the lover's grief; 

_ warmed the frigid boſom, and kindled the 
patriot's fire, will not be neglected in the 
moment of neceſlity !! No!—benignity is 
the characteriſtic of the public; and the 


living, the abſtract and brief chronicles 


of the times,” will not be ſuffered to moulder 


into decay... - 


The facts ſet forth in this farce are truths, 


and ſuch facts are, ** damning proofs:“ im- 
partial judgment—is all that is aimed at, but 


if conviction reſults from that judgment, 
no doubt, execution will follow. The ma- 
nagers may ſay the play-houſe are our pro- 
pPerty: we have purchaſed them, we can 
transfer them. 'True!—But this property 


is qualified, by an implied truſt, that ma- 
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nagers ſhall act as faithful ſervants ito. the 


_ cede, a duty which if ne lected their pa- 
tents become forfeit. Theſe unarranged 


thoughts are humbly ſubmitted to the public 


by a wretched emblem of life, a walking 
% ſhadow, who did vainly ſtrut his time upon 
* dhe ſtage, but now is heard no ore. 


A POOR PLAYER.” 


COALITION. 


r FIRST. 


SCENE. Mr. BRAINSLE Is, Jun. 


Mr. and Mrs. Brainfey diſcovered at Breakfaſt . 


BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


0H N, you will find- a ae of letters 
on my ay table, burn them, John, 
burn them. Exit ervant.) I wiſh the wri- 
ters could be diſpatch'd with the ſame eaſe. 
Bs hey are from, fellows, my dear, who title 


themſelves authors. A furor for writing ſeems 


to have ſeized half the kingdom. It has in- 


fected every profeſſion. Divines, Barriſters, 
_ Civilians, even Attorneys are contami- 


nated; and the diſorder of the cachobtbes 
eribendil is now as prevalent, as in the time 


of Pope, Swift, my grand-father, Addiſon, 
Congreve, Whycherly, Parnel, and other 
exalted geniuſes, who compoſed the Augat- 
tan 80 of England. 
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e I: : 
Mr. BRAINSLEY. 
Ad you, my dear, like Pope, will meet ; 


with many literary enemies. The Grub- 
| ſtreet tribe, blow upon a riſing genius like 
flies upon ſugar. But you are a refinement upon 
Congreve, his guinteſſence, that is, you have 
all his ſpirit, without the droſs of his in- 
decen * TY 


= BRAINSLEY, Jun. 3 
Ves, my dear, I am poſſeſſed of his ſpirit 


bound in calf, four volumes octavo. (ge.) 
But as I never intend to publiſh my works, 

I diſappoint the malice of thoſe critics who 
make you uneaſy. The raſcals diſſected my 
poor Rivals without mercy, and maltrated my 

mother's piece with gothic barbarity; altho' 
ſhe wrote it in the nurſery, fitting like Cha- 
rity ſurrounded by her children. Had I pub- 
| liſhed my Scheming Lieutenant, they would 

have amputated whole limbs. And, as for 
my Ducana, not a muſcle, or nerve, in it 
but they would have ſeparated, and given 
to different authors. They would have 
- plucked out every feather, till it became as 
bare as the Jay in the fable, and have left my 
copy h to a meer carte blanche. 55 


Ms. B RAIN s I. E v. 


Your obſervations are juſt. T he Iriſh | 
counſel, when the ee of Covent- Car- 
den 


(8 


den ſued the managers of Dublin, adyanced 
that your Duenna was no prece, but a collec- 
tion of preces patched tegether, which they 
compared to a hotch potch in law; called you 
a literary Taylor, who had formed a Merry 
| Andrew's coat from the ſhreds and clippings 
of other mens garments—That you had a 
literary ſhop board, and a literary hell; where 
you depoſited literary cabbage, purloined 
from other Mens literary property: Nay, one 
fellow inſolently aſſerted, that your Duenna 
is only a reviſed and altered piece, original- 
ly drawn by a ſtudent of Dublin Univerſity, 
and that he ſtole, the moſt ſtriking Incidents | 
from an old Iriſh Pantomime. N 


BRAIN SL E x. Jun. 


Sounds, my dear, you have grated my ears, 
and irritated my nerves with this damned 
- ſtory a dozen times. Let me hear no more 
8 HF * 


Mrs. B RAIN Ss L E r. 


8 Ney do not be offended, my love, your 
| Comedy has eſtabliſhed your character as a 
fate writer. There Cangreve ſhines evi- 
dently conſpicuous. Tho' you have ſcreened him 
in more places than one. That comedy is 

the criterion of your genius, which {on 
above the pedantic laws of Schoolmen, and 
| has obtained a favourable judgment from the 
0 B 2 Critical 


Ta y 5 
Critical Reviewers, tho' they never raid it. 
Then Charles is ſo fine a likeneſs, ſo excel- - 


lent a portrait of yourſelf, that 10 can not but 0 
doat IPO the character. SEO 


BRAINSLEY, 1 8 


And the love ly Maria, is 1 Ks of 
you, my dear love (Lows. * 


1 HARRASS. 
BRAINSLEY, =” 


Dei Harraſs, welcome! What ſays Dul- | 
| cet? What ſays the Doctor of ſonorous 
ſounds? The profeſſor of antidotes for cus 

_ ring the Tarantula's ſting. e 


H AR RAS 8. 


5 Why the fellow is raiſing. every thing as 
well as his ſtool in the Orcheſtra. He has 
- raiſed another hundred upon us. 


BRAIN SL. E v. Jun. 


. Damn the cat gut ſcraper! His inſolence 
has become inſupportable ſince he obtained 
his diploma at Oxford. At Leyden a man 
may purchaſe a doctor's degree for his horſe, 
but the Oxonians out-do the Leydeners, and 
make doctors of Aſſes. I knew the fellow 
wanted ſenſe, but always ſuſpected he had 


much cunning. Why he is cunning Iſaac 
cunning Ilaac.— -—. 


7 $ ) 
Mrs. BRAINSLEY, Jon: 


Tell me, my dear, tell me now, what 
has the poor doctor done? 10 


BRAIN S I. E x. Jun. 


You muſt know, my love, it was neceſſa- 
ry to our monopolizing the three theatres, 
that the partners ſhould be previouſly pur- 
chaſed out: in conſequence of which, my 
friend Harraſs and I went to Dulcet, about 

the purchaſe of his ſhare: He had the con- 
ſcience to aſk twelve hundred pounds a year, 

on our firſt application; which we refuſed ; 
but his conſcience has extended, and his 
demands have encreaſed in regular progeſſion 
of hundreds for ſeven ſucceeding days, and 
he now infiſts upon the enormous ſum of 
1900l. per annum, excluſive of 400l. a ſea- 


fon, which he demands for leading the band. 


Zounds and the devil, this is fiddling a man 


out of his money with a vengeance! Yet 
we muſt cloſe with him immediately, or he 
will raiſe ad inſinitum and fruſtrate all our 
ſchemes.— But how goes on the Engliſh 


HARRASS. 


I kh concluded with Crotchet, who pro- 

miſes to furniſh wordt, and muſic, by whole- 

ſale — but will not engage for plot. Let us ex- 
eſude your Arnes, and Carters, and Crochet 
| ſhall 


ES) 


ſhall be the ſole compoſer for the Garden, 
and your family, madam, ( bows to Mrs. 
Brainfley) may monopolize the muſic of 
Drury. But to the point. Crotchet has 
already tranſlated two muſical preludes; two 
: after . } and a Speaking pantomime. 8 


DBRAINSLEY, Jun. 


Beg pardon for interrupting you. Vou 
muſt know, I have a notion of applying for 
two excluſive patents—One to inveſt in - 
| ff the ſole right of producing theatrical 
pieces, and the other to exclude all perſons 
from compoſing but 6y our licence. 


HARRASS. 


I Thereis no occaſion for ſuch patents while 
we manage the theatres; our judgments are 


arbitrary as to what pieces or muſic ſhall be 


performed on the ſtage, and intereſt alone 
muſt guide us. But to Crotchet ; Authors, 


| like children, always reſerve the beſt bit for 
ſſtze laſt: fo Crotchet, has ſhewn me the Fi- 


nale of his laſt piece, and a delicious morſel 


* poetry i it is / reads / 


Sound drums, found cannons, trumpets 
ſound, 


Proclaim with chearful clangor ; 3 
Britannia rouſed, and nations round 
Shall dread her noble anger. | 
Gentle in peace as doves in Venus' car, 
But TING as thunderin Jeve in war. 
aner. * 


6-95-73 
BRAIN $ LEY, Jun. 


Execrable! Damnable! Abominable ſtuff! 

Why, I ſhould take it for a verſification of 
ſome ſpeech, in Crononhotonthologos, Tom 
Thumb, Buthred, the Britiſh Freeholder, 
or Law of Lombady. To uſe a metaphor, | 
there are bulls roaring in every line of it. 
Cannons are inſtruments of death, therefore 
their roar or ſound (as maſter Crotchet calls 
it) cannot be chearful. Milton imputes their 
invention to the devil, but whether ont or 
devil invented them, they cannot be chear- 
ful. Then clangor and anger, is an attempt 
at rhyme that would diſgrace Sternhold and 
Hopkins, copartners in verſification. But 
Maſter Crotchet ſhould have conſidered he 
wrote for the ſtage not the church, for the 
ears of a critical audience, not a dull congre- 
gation: Again * noble anger.” Anger cannot 
be noble. There may be noble reſentment, but 
anger is an evidence of weakneſs and paſtion. 
Then again Britannia gentle as doves in 
Venus' car.” Britannia an individual! gentle 
as doves! This is certainly intended as a ſa- 
tire upon ſome of our commanders. In 
Venus” car,” is another touch at politics in- 
ſinuating that Britannia is yoked. Perhaps 
he had the Scotch union in view, when Eng- 
land was yoked with Caledonia, or 0 Cale- 
donia, who has at the a of her 
ever lance. | 


Mrs. 


fa 
ledge his errors. We may ſay of Crotchet 


and other dull authors, as Monteſquieu ſays 
of the Muſcovites—* You muſt flay them 


« 8 ) 
Mrs. BRAINSLEY. 
, Nay, my dear, you are too ſevere. 


BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


Severe! I am but juſt, and yet, if the 
low was preſent he would not acknow- 


to make them feel.” They will riſque re- 


peated damnations, rather than throw aſide 
their pen. Crotchet muſt ſtudy the poets. 
He muſt read Homer as I have done 
m Engliſh, There is Ogilby, Pope, Addi- 
ſon' s tranſlation of the firſt book (imputed. 
to my Friend Tickler's grand-father) and the 
Englith tranſlation of Madam Dacier's 


French tranſlation, let him read them. His 
Ne is the worſt I ever peruſed. 


H AR RA 88. 


Except little Iſaac 8 deſcription of a wife (af, * 


Enter SERVANT. 
SERVANT. 
A gentleman, Sir, who calls himſelf Ly= 


Tic, and fays you appointed to meet him this 


morning, warts in the hall. Are you at home, 


Sir? This 1 is the nineteenth time he has called. 


BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


1 roubleſome fellow! Yes I am at hone,” 
ſhew 


WE 4 
ſhew him up. / Exit Servant 7 He has left a 


piece with me which I have never looked 


into. Nor will I, the fellow is ſo importu- 
nate. It is among ſome of theſe in the lum 
 ber-drawer. Let me fee; I hope it is not the 


piece the dog tore. Here are four of them, 


and curſe me if I know which of them is 
Mr. Lyric's. Retire, my dear; Poets are 


ſo poor and ſhabby, I cannot bear you to look 
at them. Beſides, I wou'd have you finiſh 


the touchings of the firſt act of Affectation as 


ſoon as . (de.) 


HA R R A 8 S. 
1 will attend you, madam. 


Mrs: BRAIN S I. E x. 


Alone, (1 Exeunt Mrs. Brain. & Har. | 


Enter LYRIC. 


1 Mr. Lyric, your moſt humble, and be 
dient. I have peruſed your piece with great 


pleaſure and fatisfattion. Your antitheſis are 
admirable, your climax elevated, and your 


| hyperbole 'eaſy and exalted. You have an 
excellent nack, Mr. Lyric, at rounding a pe- 
riod, and a warm imagination for deſcripti- 


on. (Lyric bowing) Upon the whole, Sir, I 


think your drama, with a little alteration, is 
an excellent ſketch (for it wants heightening) 
of an excellent—a, a, a, A tragedy. 


LYRIC. 


. ² A ⁵ os + wee op ery — — 


CI IN . - SO roo ts ng _ x — . EX i 
. A ³˙¹—O ̃ ⁰ TT ns , 8 


EE 


. rer 5 5 2 - - . 5 a 
< 5 3 33 2 2 — 
EAR eee, RE eee . s 3 — 6 — —— — Q 


—— 


— 2 — a 


ec ire tag or 


7<m 

I. IAI e. 
Tragedy, fir! | 
BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


O, opera [ mean! 


Is. * R 5 © 

Sir, 1 never wrote an opera. 
BRAINSLEY, *. 
Bleſs me, what am I thinking on! I meant | 


your excellent comedy. But I am apprehen- 
five it contains too extenſive latitude of vi, 
for the reigning raſte of the town. Then it 
is ſo highly favoured with attic falt. Beſides 
there is certainly a deficiency of incident and 
ſituation, and experience muſt inform you, 
that without theſe auxiliaries, the genius of 
Sophocles, Euripides, Eſchylus or Terence 
would fail upon the Exgliſp tage. Your al- 
luſions, fir, are too many d too plain for 


the delicate ear of the times. 


LYRIC. 


It i is true, fr, the town "LB adopted an 


unaccountable taſte. While every ſpecies of 
debauchery and diſſipation, are publicly coun- 
tenanced and practiced by all ranks; the moſt 
trifling licence, or levity in a modern author, 
Is s reprobated.. They can look upon, and 


act 


En 3) 


act in private life what they will not permit 
to be touched upon in fiftion—in a new 
piece. And what is ſtill more unaccounta- 
ble, they liſten patiently and with ſatisfacti- 
on to the obſcenity of the laſt age, yet hiſs the 
entendres of a novel writer. Swift obſerves, 
that thoſe people who have the moſt delicate 
ſtomachs, olle the moſt filthy ideas, and 
his opinion, by analogy, goes ſtrongly to 
the preſent judgment of the public. Your 
ſqueemiſh critics have in general the groſſeſt 
appetites. They impute meanings to expreſ- 
fions, which the poet never thought of, and 
by the influence of their paſſions create ſimi- 
litudes that never exiſted but i in i their own li- 
bidinous conceptions. 


BRAINSLEY, "Jin. 


: Your obſervation is juſt, Mr. Lyric, or, my 

father's Æſop would never have been damned 
for ſaying * he eat till he ſpewed,” and © he 

« would rather kiſs his bitch than his wife.” 
Now theſe phraſes, tho' indelicate in the ab- 
ſtract, are by no means cenſureable when 
ſpoken in character. Tapproved of the piece, 
and am ſurprized at the ſtupidity of the 70wn 
in damning it 


4 F240. 


T requeſt, fir, you may point out what al- 


terations you think aerger to be made in 
my OP: 


— 
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SSD BRAIN- 


E 
BRAINSLEY, Jun? 
I think, fir, that beſides the deficiency of 


incident, which cannot be diſpenſed with, 
your comedy is deficient in the embelliſh- 
ments of figure, metaphor and fimile. You 
ſee how happy doctor Plagiary has been, in 
his Lady of the Manor. * written by Van- 


burgh.) No man is more happy in the de- 


ſultory ſtile than the doctor. He has ſkipped 


from art to art, from ſcience to ſcience in 


ſearch of ſimile. To uſe a ſimile Magician 
like, he has drawn fimilies down from the 


heavens, and raiſed them as the Witch of 
Ender raiſed Samuel from the bowels of the 
earth. The author of the Law of Lombar- 
dy has written upon the ſame plan; it is a 
_ tragedy of compariſons, in which, tho' you are 
not told what any one thing is, you are in- 


formed of almoſt what every THINS 1 is lie. 


. 
Well, ſir, I can eaſily give ſuch varniſh 


5 my comedy. Vet I ſhall try to blend my 


ſimilies, and not tack them to my ſpeeches 
as the doctor has tacked his, like ſo many 


* or nota bend 4. 


BRAIN s I. E v. Jun. 


Why, fir, you have this inſtant knocked 2 
: off two ſimilies in one breath. Here, ſir, 


here i is your comedy it is in this drawer 


Le ng 


—_ 
{ſearching for it.) How the devil ſhall I dif- 


cover which is his piece, as I never looked 
at the title? (de.) Mr. Lyric, is not the ti- 
tle of your piece wrong ſpelled? I think 
there is a miſtake in the orthography: a ſu- 


perfluous letter. How do you ſpell it, Mr. = 
Lyric? 8 


6 


IJ call it the Intrigues of an Evening, and 
1 ſpell Intrigues—I,N,T, R, 1 G, U, E, 8. 


B RAIN S L. E x. Jun. 


91 beg pardon, ſir, my eye deceived me. 1 

thought your Amanuenſis had made a miſ— 
take by inſerting an E too much. Here, ſir, 
is the Intrigues of an Evening, and an ex- 


cellent comedy the Intrigues of an Evening 
is, ny e the C comedy. 1 


N11 


Sir, your FREY and devoted ſervant. 
(bows retiring. ) 


BR AIN.S L E X. Jun. 


Your moſt obedient, good fir---(Exit Lyric 
 —Bramſley rings a bell.) 
Thank heaven, I have got rid of that ſon 
of Parnaſſus! O that Pegaſus would break 
the necks of ſcribblers when they attempt 
to maunt him. 


Enter 


: „ 
her S ANT inf, 
ahn- -in future, I will be inviſible to 
that melancholy gentleman, | Let me never 
more be tormented by the bard with the 
forrowful countenance.---(Exit ſervant.) 

Emer HARRASS. 

_ 3 
Ms. Brainſley has been entertaining me 
with ſeveral pretty compilations of muſic. 
Let me tell you, ſhe and all her family 


poſſeſs a moſt ſurprizing genius at tran/bo- _ 
fition. I have known one of them to blend 


twenty ſongs together, Engliſh, Iriſh, Scotch, 
French and Italian: And yet their mulic has 
a moſt excellent flavor, like the Olla padrina 
of the Spaniards, which is compoſed of va- 


rious materials, as fiſh, fleſh, and vegeta- 


bles. True, it may be called hetrogenuous 
compoſition, but every thing monſtrous be- 
ing admirable---ergo, their muſic is admira- 
ble---ha, ha, ha. My wife has an excellent 
ear for adopting, and this metropolis bein g 
inhabited by.perfons from all nations, it is a 
manager's buſineſs, when he prepares an en- 
tertainment for the public, to provide diſhes 
that Will be reliſhed by the taſte of every 
country. Now as the moſt experienced adept 
82 | in 


(4 


in the culinary art could not furniſh an or- 
dinary, to pleaſe the palate of every nation; 
neither could the moſt muſical genius furniſh 
airs to delight ſuch varitey of ears, from 
whence it follows that in Operas adapting | 
| ſhould be preferred to compoſing---and, Ergo, 
my wife exceeds any compoler, being ex- 
quiſite at adapting. She adapted for the 
Duenna. 1 3 


HARRASS. 


I have two pieces now before me in that 
| ſtile, which I ſhall ſend to you for peruſal. 
The comedics you looked over I have return- 
ed, . firſt got them copied. 


BRAIN S I. E v. Jon. 


Our plan is to reject every piece that does 
not come ſtrongly recommended by perſons 
of intereſt who can ſerve us, or that is not 
written by thoſe who can do us an injury. 
But, they mult be all copied out, by which 
means we ſhall have variety of materials, as 
plots, characters, incidents, ſituations, 1 
mots, repartees, ſimilies with many er ceteras, 
which we may ſelect from our literary fund 
at leiſure, for the purpoſe of compilation. 
Having now diſpoſed of authors, and their 


productions, tell me what ſay the players of 
your houſe to our plan? 


* 


„ 
HA R R A 8 S. 
Say! They would rebel if they dare. 


No 


matter what they ſay, they can do nothing. 
We need only perſevere, and they muſt com- 

0 ply, ſtroll, or ſtarve. I am determined ne- 
ver to engage any performer who refuſes - 
your terms; and I expect you will reject 
every performer who refuſes what I offer. 


But adieu, I muſt attend the rehearſal of 


the Touchſtone, and may be late for the two | 
| cats, who open the drama, 


BRAINSLEY, ths 
And I muſt go to the Wonders of the 


Peak; Loutherbourg has painted the Devil's 
_ arſe to admiration. It is an excellent ſcene, 


and I expect the . of. the theng will fill 
the boxes. 


; H A R R A 8 8. 
1 expect as much, from the rouglineſs of 


2 cat's ſkin, and length of his tail; but if 
eſe ſhould fail, I have an Iriſh watchman, e 
with Pole in Hand, and he will do the buſi- 


neſs. I will be with you at dinner. 


9 Excunt. . 


End of Act the Pug. 


ACT SECOND. 


SCENE. Mr. BRAISNLEY, Jun's, Houſe, 
Brainſley, Senior, Brainfley, jun. Harraſs and a 


Tickler, drinking. 
BRAIN SI. E I, Sen. 


Iam for a general and excluſive monopo- 


bs, I would have Engliſh managers like 
Engliſh miniſters, make an effort for eſta- 


bliſhing arbitrary rule over the dominions of 
Great-Britain. I would have theatres like 
other properties reduced to dependence, both 

at home and abroad. This would eſtabliſh 5 
order and decorum; a file of muſketeers as in i 
France, would effectually aboliſh the damned 
cuſtom of groans and hiſſing. Heaven ſend 
we ſucceed in our attack upon Ireland; *« It 

is a conſumation devoutly to be wiſh'd.“ If 
we could get the Iriſh theatres in our bands, 


5 they would prove a mine of 3 


BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


My father s right. Their genius like their 
coin W ene bear an Engliſh —_D. 


; as 'TICKLER. 


xr nn 
T IC K * . 


And I would tax their wit without their 
conſent, as the majority would tax their pro- 
perty. There ſhould be an embargo laid 

upon their underſtandings, as there was 
upon their beef. And their learning like 

their trade ſhould be coerced for the benefit 5 

of the mother country. 


HAR R As 8. 


From your converſation, gentlemen, ” 
Aranger would never OR N were na- 
tives of Ireland. 


BRAIN SI E v. Jun. 


. ou miſtake me, I have no particular de- 
ſign againſt my own country. I am for eſta- 
Pfſbins theatrical colonies, not only in Ire- 
land, but in the Eaſt, and Weſt-Indies. 


BRAINSLEY, Sen. 


L once attempted to procure en excluſive 
patent for Dublin, and got the approbati- | 
on of ſome Iriſh members, my pupils in ora- 

_ tory, But the Neſtor of the Stage, who has al- 
=: ways ſtood up for what he terms the rights of 
the theatre, and liberty of performers, oppoſ- 
ed, and overturned my ſcheme. He harrangu- 
cd in the green-room, held forth in every 
company, and made intereſt with his friends. 
He was logical, and hiſtorical ee the 
| ſub- 


— > RED 
—— — —— 


1-19 ) 


ſub) <Q; perſuaded the players, and even con- 

vinced my own pupils that he was right. 

ſhort, he raiſed ſuch clamor, and 3 

againſt me, it had like to have cauſed ano- 
5 ther 3 


HARRASS. 


rpg What is that? I do not un- 
derſtand your hard words. 


BRAINSLEY, Sen 


Vou will fee the word properly tes 
in my new Engliſh dictionary, for which, 1 
am now ſoliciting and receiving ſubſeripti- 8 
ons: and, which JI am determined ſhall po- 
ſitively be publiſhed. /me day. I am ſur- 
prized you do not ſtudy the Engliſh tongue, 
maſter Harraſs. My boy, now a member of 
the Iriſh houſe, and ſeveral other illuſtrious 
characters, were taught by me. My boy, 
was ſecretary at Denmark. Did you never 
read his Iaſtory of the Daniſh revolution. 


HARRASS. 


Never, except one leaf, that v was brought 
me under a pat of butter. But you forget 
: the ſtory of the expulſion, e 


B RAIN S I. E x, Sen. 


I was manager in Dublin, at a time when 
court and 3 party ran high. Unfor- 
i DJ 2 tunately 


LY 


tunately the tragedy of Mahemet was ade 
vertiſed; Digges played N and as * 
3 "NE Pronounced yt 


« Cruſh; cruſh, thoſe vipers, 
« Who for a graſp of oar or paltry 2 
he Would ſell their country to the foe, 


the houſe encored. Digges repeated the lines, 
the houſe encored again. I inſiſted he ſhould 
not indulge them; the audience inſiſted he 


ſhould ; they grew vociferous, a riot enſued, ; 


Nv and v what do you think the audience did! a 


1 H A R R A 8 4 
Perhaps they demanded to have theirmoney 


returned. 


BRAINSLEY, Sen. 
Ha, ha, ha—Why man they gutted the 


houſe, of all the ſcenery, machinery, and 
decorations. The mob then ruſhed in like 


a banditti, tore up the benches, and having 


collected all the materials of the theatre i in 
the ſtreet, ſet them on fire. I fled the coun- 
try, lived an exile in England five years, and 


on my return to Dublin, was obliged to aſk 


public pardon on the ſtage in propriq perſone, 
1 þefore T 

You are ſurprized, but it was a mercy I eſcap- 
ed ſo well. An Iriſh mob is compoſed of 
io many devils, When the late duke of Be 


would be permitted to play. I ſee 


ford 


{..48--] 
ford was lord lieutenant of "EY the mob 
| ſwore the members of both Deuts, and 
would have hung my friend Rugaby, his 
Grace's ſecretary, if he had not made his 
| eſcape into a baker's — and hid * f 


1 in the oven. 


Eu, SERVANT. 


SERVAN T. 
| Gentlemen, tea is ready. 2 ExitServant. 


BRAINSLEY, 3m. 
Who will, Jon the ladie 8 with me? 


e HARRASS. 1 
1 win attend you. 225 Exeunt. Harr. Pr, 
2  Brainfley, 8 


. 10 K L. E R. 


2 Well, have you ſettled all preliminaries 
with Harraſs. 1 take him to be a damned - 


ippery ! fellow. 
B RAIN S L E v, . 


Slippery! no wonder, he was bred a ſoap- . 
boiler. But the fellow is uſeful to me in 
the play-line, by accepting bills in London, 
: for? the money L loſt at Bath, 


T ICKLER, 


E 
FC 


My Le friend, I begin heartily to repent 
Grieg. the commiſſioner of bankrupt's 
plwGKuace; and have ſome notion to commence 
writer for the public prints. 


BRAINSLEY, Jon. 


Why man, that would not procure you 


bread. But what think you of a good pamph- 
let? It is true almoſt every ſubject has been 
exhaulted. Satire has loſt her ſting, and po- 
litics are become a mere drug. . 1 you 
can hit upon ſomething novel, youn im- 
mand my pen. I would offer you my J port 
too, my dear Tickler, but it is this inſtant 
in the very laſt ſtage of a EET and 


—_ all an of recovery. 


r » 


- I was to write a 8 ths 
»Durked: And call at "If; . Speech to be 
1 on. the addreſs to his majeliy.” 5 


BRAINSLEY, 3 


vw have ſtruck a ſpark that kindles m 
imagination. I would write a compleat Je- 
bate, and attempt to anticipate the argu- 
ments of the patriots. Such a performance 
- would not only repleniſh your pockets, but 
bring pou. into favor with the Premier. 


TICKLER, 


£4: 
T1 LEW 
And call my pamphlet Anticipation. 


BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


Bravo, my friend! Here i is ſucceſs to An- 


HEIPatIOn | * 


"PLCKLELM 
Iam ſurprized that you who want money, 


omit publiſhing your works. You might 


Indulge the public, now the Theatres are unit- 


| eq, and not only receive a price for your 
copy, but reſerve the exhibitions of -your Fl 


"0 own n pieces to your own houſe. 


BRAINSLEY, 1 


Vou muſt know I have read Gil Blas de 
Santaline, and Monſieur La Sage; the wile 
author of that excellent piece, ſays, we 
| ſhould be cautious in deciding haſtily upon 
a dramatic pertormance, and never judge 
from a ſtage repreſentation, but diſtruſt its 
beauties while in the mouths of the actors. 
We ſhould ſuſpend our judgments till we 


| have read a piece; for the fact is, every pro- 


duction does not give the fame pleaſure, in 
the cloſet as on the ſtage.” I am convinced 
this is a juit obſervation, and therefore will 
not riſque the criticiſms of the ſtudy: To 
be candid I have paid as little regard to the 


laws of morality, as to the rules of Ariſtotle. 


TICKLER, 


N 24 * 
. C KLER (aſſuming a grave Took. ) 


Now I think morality the ſoul of come- 


dy, and that deliberately to advance vice, by 
dreſſing her in pleaſing colors, is as ill an 


action as any that comes before a court of 


BRAINSLEY, Jon, EY 


7 Damn your fontimeiits fill your glad. 1 
Ive a hypocrite, and when we conſider that 
aſſuming an appearance of ſanctity is attended 


with no expence, and may be exerted to the 
purpoſe of , I am 8 the world 3 


18 ſo candid. 


or Here's to the. laſs vith a pair of blue 
eyes, &. (ſings.) | 


Come I will be ſentimental: for once ih my. 
life. Stern is of opinion, that the man 
| who has not a general regard for the whole 
female ſex, will never have a particular love 
for any one woman: now, by Stern's rule, 
no man can love his wife with more ardor 
than I love mine: for tho' 1 give latitude to 


my pleaſures, ſhe is | the north-ſtar of my 
2 4 affections. 4 


TICKLE R. 


7 And certainly, my dear friend, allo wances © 
L muſt be made for the variation 5, the needle: | 
| but do not 1 8 me for ſentiments. I will 


give 


TT 
give you a toaſt- to mateh your ſong. A 


plagiary too you muſt excuſe that—then 7 
guote my author. * To it pell mell, let co- 
| you! thrice.” ” There is old e for 
: os we | 


E OE EY ka 


| BRAINSLEY, Jun. bn, 
1 Petrie you begins that 1 have been 


1 of Plagiary. 


TICKLER 


Gund Brainſley; y you are a fallow FT can- 


dor, that ſcorns to let any thing lie apon 
your conſcience, print theſe pieces of yours, 


and do not continue to abuſe tlie eltoem of =” 
ou ie public, 4 ; 


BRAINSLEY, Jad. 


The eſteem of the public; 1 diſreg ard: 
My attachment is to their pockets: —l br 


for pounds, ſhillings, and pence. The pub- 
lic is a good milch-cow Which eafily parts 


= 


with her ſtore, ſo I will provide her with 
 provender till ſhe grows dry, and then ſhe 
may be knocked i in the head for aught I care. 


8 16K 9 3 22 K. 
And you will lay i in your provender from 


4 every other writer's ſtock. Like a planet, 


you will ſhine with borrowed light. Your 
theatrical Plan! 1 think. maſt infure you abuſe 
E from 


— — — — ery Aarne —— 
2 9 
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from all the authors in the three: kingdoms, 
| Your rejecting every piece offered, is an in- 
vaſion upon the rights of the literati which _ 
Genius will not ſubmit to: it will rouſe all 
Parnaſſus to arms, and her ſons will be ſnoot- 
ing at you like ſo many porcupines; you 
will be quill wounded from every quarter, 
and in every quarter. The ſtanding excuſe, 
that there are already as many pieces for pe- 


ruſal, as would ſerve for two years exhibiti- 
on, will be ſoon ſeen thro', when it appears 
FL A none, — but family Fſecexy, 5 


N BR AINSLEY, Jun. ; 
What care I. When I have ſwept ſtakes» 


like other fortunate gameſters, I will laugh 

at hearing myſelf curſed by the looſers, and 
my character diſſected by 
norant of play. Rs 1 0 


thoſe who are ig- 


Enter Brain | den and ae. 


BR AI N S L. k v. 1 
Here, my boy Brainſley —Here a are e letters 
from Feli. 9 11 117 2Shns 


BRAIN s I. E . 5 ng 
Toy me fee:—0, they are from phy. 


(pond * | 


Our hopes of nidetcaitiog: the Dublin ” 
© managers are all fled, tho' I have exerted 


. my utmoſt to bring chat point to bear, and 


5 "mM ſeveral 


Fc 


* 


4 above 1800l. by an engagement, the no- 
bility made for him with he Seſtini and 
other Italians, who are a people the inha- 
bitants of this country deſpiſe and hate. 
Mrs. Abington's enormous engagement of 
five hundred pounds for twelve nights, 
has been a curſed drawback upon his trea- 
ſury, tho' Mrs. Barry s ſucceſs aſſiſted in 
reimburſing it. The people here will 
certainly ſupport him againſt any oppoſi- 
tion, yet I have purſued our plan fo far as 
to draw off a conſiderable part of his 
company, who in conſequence of my en- 
couragement have given him notice they 
will not play the enſuing ſeaſon without 
an increaſe of ſallary. I have taken the 
little theatre in Fiſhamble-ſtreet, which 


5 . 


6 


1 
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* 


Wy) 


ſeveral incidental circumſtances kave- oc 


cured to accelerate his ruin. He has loſt 


holds about one hundred and forty pounds, | 
at twelve guineas per week, and and flat- 
ter myſelf. my proceedings will meet 
* your approbation. Lour moſt devoted, 
xc. | mY „ 


BRAIN SI. E v. Jun. 


Damn his proceedings! He never wrote 


this, the fellow's education never went fur- 
ther than teaching him to read a muſter- roll. 
I ſuſpected the conſequence of employing 


an old ignorant trooper. Iwill be curſed 
55 * _ "POE. 
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but ks has wheel d about to the Acht, play- 


ed the old ſoldier, and ſold the paſs. I no-. ]ꝗꝙ 


ſee the fellow had W in view but to 
5 ferye himſelf, 


H A R R A 8 * 
> Big we are to have no revenge upon the 


_ Dublin manager, for pirating our Duenna, 
5 and all the ae of our Suit ſuit. 


3 4 © K 1. E R. 
May l inquire how you intended to ſup- 


: port a theatrical campaign in Dublin? 


BRAINSLEY, Sen. 


juſt as they ſupport campaigns. in Ameri- 5 
ca,—by drafts. The performers 1 in Dublin 


were to haye been diſcarded, men, women, 
and children, The theatre to be ſupplied” 


by detachments from London, and now and 
then I would have poped over myſelf to give 


2 hem Eſſex, Lord Fuer and Sir Charles _ 


ye 


T 1 c K 72 E R. 
You mean Fatber rn, and sir 


5 Charles Sts . 74 At. 1: 


HARRASS. 


4 We intend to have ade all the capital . 
; performers play: there in turn. 5 


Tick LER. 


0 23 5 
1 1c R L E R 


But, would your performers have = 
agreed to this? 


BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


7p Thoſe who refuſed ſhould have had no 
agreement. There ſhould have been a clauſe - 
in their articles, obliging them to play in 
Ireland when called upon, which would have 


kept up a change of n between! the 0 
two kingdoms. 


BRAIN SI. E v, Sen 
"Ad would with the afliſtance of my Art 


of ſpeaking, and Eſay on Elocution, have tend- 


ed much to the improvement of the — ” 
language i in that country. 


Emer SERVANT. 
SERVANT. 85 


Sir, two men, who by their ſeedy apparel, 
© I take to be authors, defire to ſpeak with 
5 You. Bleſs me, fir, here they are! 


Enter Two BAUILIFFS 
QA IL PF. ; 


Yr, pleaſe your honor, I have a ſmall 6: 
fa; for e. eee three hundred. 


P ICKLER, 


(5) 


. * R. 
It is time for me to begin Anticipation, 
Brinſiey, [ perceive you are on private buſi- 


neſs!---Adicu. 1 Exit T ickler. 3 


8 A: x; 5 4 = 0 F. 2 
EP not be ald ſir, do you ſes, the 


under Sheriff j is a very honeſt ge — . --- 


Iwill leave you to conſider, ge men, and at- 
tend the Sheriff's clerk, who is making out 
a ſchedule of the defendant 8 5 and chat- 5 
| tels. "I" _ Bail: F.) 5 


BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


Dear Harraſs, ke; is to be done? Extri- 
5 cate me from this ſcrape, and I will renounce 
cards and dice as long as I live. 


BRAINSLEY, 855 


Your generous ſpirit, my boy, will ruin nyou. 
While you have you looſe! What, think you 
-- or a e at the Hay-market? Mo. 


BRAINSLEY, Jun. 


8 al = Phe profits are caſual. . 
But then, to be ſure we can have credit for 


the neceſſaries. You « can accept, my friend. 
(70 We 


BRAIN SL EY. 


( 3 ) 
BRAINSLEY, Sen: 


have it my boy, I have it! We muſt . 
coin, lads; we muſt coin! 18 


BRAINSL EV, Jun. & HARRASS, 


Coin! * 


B RAIN s I. E x, Sen. 


Ay coin! Coin three hundred ſilver tickets 
at fifty guineas each, for ſix years admiſſion 


to both theatres. It will produce a good 


round ſum; it was a frequent reſource of 
mine when 1 was manager in Dublin. 


HAR R As 8. 


But Dulcet may raiſe e ene for as 
the houſe is his ſecurity, every ſum of money 
to which it may be liable, will leſſon that: 


Never fear Dulcet. Come, let us retire, and 


draw up an advertiſement for the ſale of the 
5 tickets. Excunt.) ; „„ 
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